The <f Papier  Timbre "  Complex                     59
it can be discovered or exposed by one single characteristic, just
as oa a dark, stormy day a flash of lightning will illumine some
hidden cleft of country, revealing for a moment its true shape.
Man in his dreams subconsciously desires the things which nature
has denied him. In the same way nations aspire by contradiction
to complete their defective soul and thus often express in
emotional and intellectual outpourings the opposite of their
inherent feelings and thoughts. The figures the people create in
popular stories and songs express perhaps best the primitive and
sincere nature of their creators, since they are born of fantasy at
a time long ago, nearer to subconscious, instinctive man, not then
deformed. They are often the product of the fear that a bad
characteristic may dominate the future development of the com-
munity. Siegfried's substitution for Gunther, Hagen's treachery,
Kriemhild's desire for revenge, make the Germanic peoples
shudder with shame, because they suspect that these character-
istics are their own, which they have tried to repudiate during
the course of history without success. That is why the road to
Canossa has always made a great impression on the German
mind as the supreme example of victory over pretentious
ambition and of humiliating submission. Barbarossa always
appears to them, in their despairing state of national dismember-
ment and powerlessness to achieve unity and peace at home and
abroad, as a symbol and guide and Messiah, regrettably incar-
cerated with his red beard in the depths of the earth and thus
leaving the way free on earth for false Messiahs.
Luther, who was a cause for over a century of wars of religion,
by a strange paradox in France first and only several decades
later in Germany, is less a man protesting against the corruption
of church customs and aspiring to direct contact between the
creature and the Creator than the personification of the eruptions
of the Germanic soul in its attempt to burst through the thin
veneer of romanisation to seek its salvation in the union of
religion and State (Anglo-Saxon Britain alone of the great
European countries underwent the same reaction, raising the
King to the Head of the Church) by making the latter increas-
ingly dominant until there emerges Hitler as " Supreme Judge **,
precisely because the German soul is weak, impressionable,
mystic and incapable of seeking the way of salvation without a
"Fuhrer". Hagen's horrid figure haunted the imagination of
the aged Hindenburg, when he coined the best possible slogan
to assure his victory in the Reich's Presidential elections against
Hitler, " Die Treue 1st das Mark der Ehre" (Loyalty is the
essence of honour), only to betray a few months later for selfish